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Newsletter Date  

Volume 4, Issue 3 

Welcome to third and final edition 
of the CKN Magazine, 2016-
2017 year.  We have perfected our 
new look and this year’s staff edi-
tions as well as returning journalists 
had another successful year of 
bringing you the best of CK.  News, 
human interest, sports, reviews and 
entertainment are consistent, but 
our writers have managed to bring 
a fresh face to each new publication.  
We would like to thank Dr. Hughes 
as always for his support and en-
couragement as well as our faithful 
readers.  Please don’t hesitate to let 
us know if you have ideas for our 
next edition.  Please don’t hesitate 
to email us:  simkol@christkingschool.org.   
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Angelman Syndrome 
Walk Wauwatosa 2017 
 
by: Phoebe Lane 
For the second year in a row, Wiscon-
sin has had an Angelman walk.  Last 
year Wisconsin was one of the largest 
walks in the country.  This year 3 
fourth graders, 10 sixth graders, 1 
seventh grader, and 1 eighth grader 
all came together to make the balloon 
arch, hung at the end of the 
walk.  Angelman's is a rare neurologi-
cal brain disorder that disables these 
children to talk and in most cases to 
walk.  My little sister, Teagan Lane 
has Angelman Syndrome.  We are 
very fortunate that she can walk and 
run, unlike most of the other children 
with AS.  These walks raise money for 
AS through raffles, silent auctions, and 
donations.  Also, the events are meant 
to spread awareness through all cities 
and states about AS.   
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By: Trinity White 
     This year we have been gifted a new, special teacher,  Señorita Carlson who is the 
Spanish teacher.  We wanted to see how her first year went, so we interviewed her. 
Señorita Carlson said her first year was “ very overwhelming because this is a big 
school compared to the other schools where I teach.”  She said, “My biggest fear is 
her students not learning anything.”  Señorita Carlson indicated that she thought the 
students became better acquainted with expectations as well as the material in the 
second quarter because they knew her better.  She stated that “although there were a 
few glitches at first, improvements were made throughout the year,” and she “plans to 
challenge students more next year so we can accomplish even more.”  Señorita Carl-
son likes Christ King School’s environment and plans to return next year.    
  
*As a correction from a previous article, Señorita Carlson was accidentally misquoted.  She 
said that she was a Brewers fan.  Her favorite team is the Cubs with the Brewers coming in a 
close second. 

¡Hola! 
 
Reboot... 

Ms. Carlson relaxing in one of 

her many classrooms. 
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High Rise 
Fire House  
 
by Bella Lipski 
  
Did you drive past 
Mayfair during the 
month of April and 
wonder why there 
were so many emer-
gency vehicles? 
Don’t worry nobody 
was injured and there 
was no real fire. 
There were over 20 
separate units there 
every day and 15 dif-
ferent fire depart-
ments there including 
Milwaukee and Wau-
watosa. The engine 
companies were 
there to train for the 
event of a high-rise 
fire. To simulate an 
actual fire, they used 
a mixture of sugar 
and water. That is the 
same type of smoke 
the firefighters use in 
the Survive-Alive 
house. The firefight-
ers used many dummies to represent people in the likelihood that they 
would have to respond to a high-rise fire. They also had to figure out how 
to work the hose in such a tall building and shoot water up so high. If you 
drive around any city, you will probably see some construction project go-
ing on. Usually, they are there to help rebuild or build a high-rise. In the 
case of a fire, the firefighters are always ready. So if you’re going in a tall 
building, all you have to do is worry about heights. 



 

 

 

 

                                    



by Antonio Zilvetti 
  
     This year's eclipse ball game was one of the best. Both teams played incredibly, but 
the teachers played a little better and won for the fourth year in a row. With a score 
of 27 to 22, the teachers only beat the eighth graders by a little bit. It must have been 

Teacher line-up for 

the challenge! 

 

Students are ready to play. 

A Total Eclipse  



the teacher’s experience and practice over the 
years that won them the victory.  For those of you 
that don't know what eclipse ball is, it is a cross 
between volleyball and tennis. Each player holds 
a racket and must hit the ball, a little bigger than a 
softball, over the net. The venue for this game is 
a volleyball court, but players can step off to re-
trieve the ball. Each player may touch the ball 
twice and is allowed one bounce at a time. Each 
side may have as many hits and bounces as they 
need as long as the same person doesn't hit the 
ball consecutively for two bounces. Some addi-
tional rules include no blocking on serve, and the 
ball must land in the boundaries on the opposing 
team's side. Some of you may be thinking, “How 
do 30 some people play at once?” Well, the game 
is broken up into four ten-minute rounds. There 
are four eighth grade teams, and each plays ten 
minutes. 
This game can become highly competitive!   It is 
not only a game but a tradition for the eighth 
graders. They wear whatever costume they can 
think up. This year's costumes were amazing and 
very original. This reporter loved Jack Doucette’s 
Afro and dress: unique. 
Next year, it will be the current 7th graders turn to 
try and put an end to the teacher's streak. Next 

year, it will be an intriguing match. Next year, I will hold a racket and try my chance at victory. 

SCORE! 

Students also had 

fun cheering  

for their  

favorites. 

After a hard fought game, students 

and teachers meet at the net to 

share smiles and congratulations. 



The 8th graders wrap up their last day, enjoying time with Fr. Phillip at his 

yearly ice cream social with the graduates to wish them well and blessings. 

 



10 years ago, these little guys took their 

buddy’s hand... 

 

 

Graduates lead their buddies now. 

The Buddy Mass 

6-1-2017 

by Emily Capper 

     As the 2016-2017 school 
year came to a close, the 
kindergarten students at 
Christ King School get one 
last memorable moment 
with their eighth-grade 
buddies. Some of them only 
knew their buddies for a 
short period, but everyone 
agreed that the bonds we 
formed with their little 
friends would last forever. 
The “Buddy Mass” took 
place this year on Thurs-
day, June 1, 2017, in Christ 
King’s beautiful Church. 
Eighth graders and their k5 
buddies dressed up and 
shared an unforgettable 
moment together as they 
processed down the aisle 

hand in hand with their friends to begin the celebration. Once everyone 
found their seats, the Mass began with an introduction and then greeting 
from celebrant Father Dennis Siran. The eighth-grade soon-to-be gradu-
ates did all of the readings and intercessions with their buddies right by 
their side. The gifts of bread and wine were brought up by two eighth 
graders and their buddies, who got a chance to speak with Deacon John 
Ebel before he took the gifts to the altar. When the Eucharistic celebra-
tion concluded, the kindergarten buddies sang their buddies a very spe-
cial song. It is a long-standing tradition at Christ King that the young 
buddies sing the song, “We’ll be Friends Forever,” to their eighth-grade 
buddies. It truly is a touching and extraordinary moment that eighth 
graders will say, they cherish forever.  It is fair to say that this year's’ 
graduating class will always remember the “Buddy Mass” they got to take 
part in as a highlight of their last year at Christ King.  Following the mass, 
graduates enjoyed fellowship and a buffet breakfast with their parents. 



 



Time to say Good-bye June 2nd, 2017 



     2017 Graduation Ceremony -, The Future Is So Very Bright! 
     When science final exams are finally over, the last objective test in liter-

ature is taken, and an eighth-grade student starts to realize 

that the school year and their time as a student at Christ 

King School is coming to an end. There are many opportu-

nities to relish in a student’s eighth-grade year is ending. It 

is a cause for much celebration, 

but also sadness, a time for com-

memoration and remembering, 

but most important an opportuni-

ty to enjoy your final moments as 

a middle school student. 

The Graduation Ceremony truly is the last event 

graduates take part in before they graduate. From having firsthand experi-

ence, it is a memorable experience. This year, the ceremony took place on 

Friday, June 2, 2017, inside the Church. It all began with 

an introduction, and then the teachers leading the gradu-

ates in with burning candles in hand. The ceremony was a 

Vespers Service. There were many prayers and singing. Be-

tween the spiritual aspects of the 

service, the graduates received 

their diplomas in front of the al-

tar. The Michael Cary Award for 

a student that demonstrated 

great sportsmanship, commitment, and award 

recipients this year were Elizabeth Merz and Ai-

dan Reno. The Catholic Leadership Award honorees were Marcello Luna, 

Delanie Dahm, and Mia O’Brien. The recipients were all more than de-

serving, and all received their accolades with great pride and humility. The 

parents of the graduates received a yellow flower 

and hugged as thanks for their overwhelming love 

and support throughout the life of the graduates. 

With the concluding song finished, the graduates' 

time as students at Christ King ended as well. 



Music in the Key of Perfection  By Tyler Chang and Gisele Glunz 
  
      This year’s band and orchestra were ready to perform! It was the tenth anniversary of the 
youth band (below high school). There were many people honored at the end of the concert, 
and there was a great video displaying all of the enjoyable experiences the band and orchestra 

members were having in this program.  The 
theme for the band performance this year 
was Spring. There are only two groups for in 
band.  These include the beginner, which 
includes first-year players and the symphon-

ic band, which typically includes second-year 
players and up. The beginner band played 
“Cowboy Cattle Drive” as the opening song. It 
is a fast paced song that grabbed the audi-
ence's attention. Second, they played 
“Happy.” Everyone should know this fun and 
lively song that makes you just want to dance. 
Third, they played “Fiesta Espanola,” a song 

you would think of in a bullfight. There were many energetic cut-offs, and it was fast and ener-
getic. Finally, the symphonic band played “Ash Lawn Echoes.” The song varied in pitch, speed, 
and tempo. It was very entertaining to play, and there was a loud applause at the end. The 
band played very well, and so did the orchestra. 
     The theme this year for the orchestra songs were fiddling. “Jigtastic” is Irish fiddling, 
“Ashokan Farewell” is an Appalachian fiddling song, and “Cabbage Countdown” is Southern 
fiddling. 
The orchestra has three groups: Amati (beginner), Guarneri (intermediate), and Stradivarius 
(advanced). At this year’s spring concert, the Amati, Guarneri, and Stradivarius orchestras to-
gether play, “Cabbage Countdown.” The Guarneri and Stradivarius players combined play, 
“Ashokan Farewell.” Just the Stradivarius orchestra plays, “Jigtastic.” 
There are four different parts played for each song: Violin 1, Violin 2, Viola, and Cello. In 
“Ashokan Farewell,” there is also a bass part. “Cabbage Countdown” is a fun and lively song, 
composed mostly of quarter and eighth notes. “Jigtastic” is a Celtic jig, made up of triplets. 
“Ashokan Farewell” has a violin solo at the beginning and the melody jumps around from part 
to part. 
     The final song of the concert was, “When the Saints,” played by Band and Orchestra com-
bined, written by a man who lives in Wisconsin. It used bits and pieces from the song “When 
the Saints Go Marching In,” and it was a sensation for the ears. The band and orchestra went 
back and forth creating a great song from both musical sides. 
     When asked about how the 
concert went, Mrs. Erin Hoff-
mann, Christ King’s orchestra 
teacher said, “It went very well. 
It went better than I thought it 
would. It was outstanding.” Sad-
ly, Mrs. Hoffmann is moving to 
Washington, D.C. this summer 
and won’t be our teacher next 
year. Overall, the concert was 
one to see. Many great people 
were acknowledged, and the 
songs were pure enjoyment. 
We hope to see you there next 
year! 

          Tyler Chang and his bandmates prepare          

to perform. 



by: Meg Dorrington and Daisy Johnson 
Congrats to the 5th through 8th grade students on providing us with a rousing Spring Con-
cert!  One of the highlights was Marcello Luna on the piano. However, he was not only playing 
piano but also playing the harmonica at the same time.  Of course, he got a standing ova-
tion.  Another highlight was Caroline Gunderson on the piano while Carys Abbott sang Butter-
fly Fly Away.  All the grades got a chance to sing as well.  This year the theme for the concert 
was Disney.  With songs from The Lion King, Frozen, Phineas and Ferb, Toy Story, Hannah 
Montana, and Tarzan, this concert was a real success.  In this concert, lots of people also got 
the chance to have their special moment either singing a solo or duet.  Carys Abbott and Olivia 
Rebek ended the program beautifully by singing "Hallelujah."  The band also had their time to 
shine by starting off the concert.  One of the highlight songs was Shape of You by Ed 
Sheeran.  Anthony Dicastri also joined in the festivities by playing "Don’t Stop Believin." Marie 
Webb and Caroline Gunderson performed a short dance with piano music by Olivia Re-
bek.  Overall, this Spring Concert was amazing. 

 

It’s a Spring Thing!   



Mothers 

Day the CK 

Way 



By Daisy Johnson and Bella Lipski 
Mothers around the world don’t always get the appreciation they deserve; 
however, at CK we try our hardest to make them feel appreciated. When 
Mother's Day rolls around, the K4ers prepare a heartwarming program in 
honor of their mothers. This program includes numerous poems, songs, 
and gifts. By 
the end of the 
program, there 
is not a dry eye 
in the room. 
The children 
all had a beau-
tiful rose to 
give to their 
mothers at the 
beginning of 
the program 
along with 
many other 
small gifts 
throughout the 
presentation. 
They ended the 
program by reading I’ll Love You Forever.  Seeing this for the first time or 
the 4th bring tears to your eyes because of the small but noticeable chang-
es every year. Watching the program as the 6th graders brought back 
many memories and left us with a smile on our face. In the end, this pro-
gram brought tears to the eyes of many mothers and gave them an idea 
about how much we appreciate them. 

Moms enjoyed a sweet and 

memorable presentation by the 

students in K4. 

Surprise mom! 

I love you. 



CK Sports Beat 

Wisconsin Sports Breakdown by Nixon Blackman 
 
Milwaukee Bucks   
     At the start of the 2016-2017 NBA season, Milwaukee Bucks fans were feeling very opti-
mistic about their home team. With the 10th pick 7’2 center, Thon Maker from Sudan would 
seem to be a threat in the post and from deep, and also true of point guard, Malcolm Brogdon 
out of the University of Virginia.  Brogdon came to the team as a real passing threat and it 
looked like the Bucks would be a threatening young group both inside the 
paint and outside the 3-point line.  
     Now, the starting lineup for the majority of the season was; Malcolm 
Brogdon, Kris Middleton, Tony Snell, Giannis Antetokounmpo, and Greg 
Monroe. Greg Monroe looked great in the post, Giannis looked like he 
could finish every shot, along with some highlight dunks, and Malcolm 
Brogdon was playing very well with tons of points and assists. Brogdon 
was considered a candidate for rookie of the year. Many other players 
made the Bucks look unstoppable, but unfortunately, all good things must 
come to an end. Even though the Bucks started off well, they started to 
become one of the bad teams once again. Over the course of this sea-
son, the Milwaukee Bucks had some rough goings. During the middle of 
the season, Jabari Parker (who was the second pick in the 2014 NBA 
Draft) blew out his ACL for the second time in his career in a game against the Miami Heat at 
the Bradley Center, the same night that star shooting guard, Kris Middleton returned from a 
torn hamstring. I happen to be at that game, and I could see the devastation in the faces of all 
the fans.  After that, the Bucks weren’t looking towards the playoffs, but instead to get new-
comer, Thon Maker some minutes. During that time the Bucks lost a lot, and at one point lost 
9 of 10 games. It looked like the Bucks would miss the playoffs this year, but with the return of 

Middleton, and star player, Giannis Antetokounmpo, the Bucks were 
able to grab the sixth seed in the playoffs. The Bucks seemed to be 
making every 3-point shot they took with the help of Mirza Teletovic, 
Kris Middleton, and Tony Snell. The Bucks were to face the Toronto 
Raptors in the playoffs. With All-Stars; point guard,  Kyle Lowry and 
shooting guard, Demar DeRozan, the Bucks would be up for a chal-
lenge. The Bucks played the first two games at Toronto, winning the 
first and losing the second. They played the next two games at 

home, again winning the first and losing the second.  The Bucks lost in Toronto. The Bucks 
needed to win the next game and home to stay in the playoffs. The Bucks were down big to 
start but came back. In the fourth quarter with 3 seconds left, the Bucks were down 3 and 
needed to tie it. They inbounded the ball, which was stolen by Toronto, Bucks lose. So, what 
started out as a year of optimism was destroyed in the playoffs through missed free throws 
and too many turnovers. Though Bucks fans must be sad, next year is looking even better for 
the Bucks than before. Giannis had the best year of his career, averaging; 23  points/game, 
two blocks/game, two steals/game, nine rebounds/game, five assists/game, and he has had 
the highest free throw and shooting percentages of his career. Maybe this time, he can help 
the Bucks make it even farther into the playoffs and possibly win it all. 
Green Bay Packers  
The Green Bay Packers are coming off a great season, where they made it to the Conference 
Championship but lost to the Falcons, who went on to lose the Super Bowl. The Packers 



Mike McCarthy stated, “I am a very successful professional foot-
ball coach.” The Packers went on to win the last six games of 
the regular season. In the first round, the Packers beat the New 
York Giants; 38-13. In the second round, the Packers beat the 
Dallas Cowboys; 34-31. In the 
Conference Championship, the 
Packers were demolished by the 

Atlanta Falcons; 44-21. The Packers offense, led by quarter-
back, Aaron Rodgers has been very successful, but the de-
fense has been terrible, ranked as the 22nd defense out of 32 
teams. Some blame defensive coordinator Dom Capers, but 
others blame the playcalling of Mike McCarthy. This offseason, 
the Packers have been working on improving their defense. In 
the draft, the Packers picked: cornerback, Kevin King; safety, Josh Jones; defensive tackle, 
Montravius Adams; and outside linebacker, Vince Biegel out of Wisconsin; along with 3 run-
ning backs, two wide receivers, and a center. Beigel and Adams may be the pass rushers 
that the Packers needed. One part of the defense that was even worse than the pass rush 
was the secondary, so King and Jones may bring the power that the secondary desperately 
needed. After losing players such as B.J. Raji and Sam Shields, these young players will be 
of value to this Green Bay defense. The Packers also signed two of the best tight ends in the 
NFL.   They signed Lance Kendricks from the Los Angeles Rams and Martellus Bennett from 
the Super Bowl 51 New England Patriots. Those two will be useful to block and catch, espe-
cially since the release of running back, James Starks. The Packers are going into this sea-
son feeling supremely confident, and they should be because their team is looking even bet-
ter than last year’s team, even though last year’s team was superb. 
 
Milwaukee Brewers  
The Milwaukee Brewers have been struggling the past 
few years, and they are in the middle of the rebuilding 
process. The Brewers have a decent pitching staff that 
has stayed mainly the same, and consists of, Junior 
Guerra, Matt Garza, Jimmy Nelson, and Zach Davies. 
The Brewers outfield consists of Ryan Braun, Keon 
Broxton, and Domingo Santana. The infield consists of, 
Jonathan Villar, Orlando Arcia, Travis Shaw, and Eric 
Thames. The infield occasionally has Hernan Perez or Jesus Aguilar, but usually when Eric 
Thames is in the outfield. The Brewers have two catchers named, Manny Pina and Jett Ban-
dy, and Bandy usually starts. The Brewers had a deep lineup and expected everyone to hit 
well, but Villar, Arcia, and Broxton were struggling, but they are now doing better. Braun was 
slightly injured, so the home runs have come from Santana, Shaw, and the especially from 
Thames. Santana went 2-4 with two home runs, and 4 RBI’s in a game against the Atlanta 
Braves. When the Thames used to play in Japan, and because of his power, his nickname 
was “God.” He currently leads the league in home runs with 13, has 24 RBI’s and is 14th in 
the league, he is also batting .333 and is 10th in the league in batting average. The last two 
games have contained a Thames home run. It seems that every night you watch, he hits a 
homer.The Brewers are currently 17-16 and are 1.5 games behind the first place Cardinals 

down in third place. However, the Brewers are ahead of the Chicago 
Cubs, who won the World Series last year. If Braun can stay healthy, and 
Thames can continue the kind of all-star season he’s been having, then 
the Brewers have a chance of making the playoffs this year. Craig Coun-
sell used to play for the Brewers, but he retired and became our coach. 
The Brewers have done nothing, except improved since Counsell has 
been the coach. 



 
The Milwaukee Bombers have 
won 8 games and lost one so 
far this 2017 season.  The 
team has placed 2nd in the 
Bigler Opening season tourna-
ment. The team’s only loss of 
the season was to STiKS 
Academy from Southeastern 
Wisconsin, in the champion-
ship game of the Bigler Tour-
nament. The biggest win of the 
season was to Premier Sports, 
and the Bombers beat them 19 

to 1. Over Memorial Day, the 
team was hot and came out with 
two big victories only to have the 
remainder of the tournament can-
celed the next morning due to 
rain.  It was a major disappoint-
ment for the team. This team in-
cludes Ian Reno, Daniel Tanty, 
and David Kleier all from Christ 
King. The Bombers have two 
more tournaments this season. 
The first is in New Berlin, and the 
last is in the Wisconsin Dells 
where the Bombers are the 
reigning champions from last 
year. Good luck Bombers on de-
fending your title! 

         
By: Daniel Tanty and David Kleier 
  



On Your Marks...Get Set...GO! 
 
By Molly Reardon and Trinity White 
     Are you looking for something to do after school in 
spring?  If so sign up for track.  If you don’t like running, you 
can do field events like softball throw, long jump, high jump, dis-
cus, and shot put.  If you don’t want to do field, you can do rac-
es like the 400 meter, mile, 200 meter, 100 meter, or relays like 
the 4x400, 4x100, and 4x200. We run with two other schools, 
St.Joe's and Wauwatosa Catholic.  Every year there are new 
people on your team, so you get new people and make lifelong 
memories with them. The track season is a month and a half 
long, but pack in the fun.  We have practice every Tuesday and 
Thursday at Brookfield East or St.Joe’s. There is usually a meet 
every weekend, and every year there are new uniform col-
ors.  For instance, last year's was dark gray, and this was light 
blue, one year it was royal blue and neon yellow, and purple, 
etc.  At the end of the season after all the meets take place 
there is a fun practice where you have a water balloon fight, 
and then we run to Murf’s custard for ice cream and whatever 
else you want to buy.  We hope to see you next year. 
  



 



Arts and Entertainment—Movies, Books, and More 

       

Fish In A Tree 
By: Lynda Mullaly Hunt 
Can you imagine not being able to read in 6th grade? Well, 
this book puts you through the life of a 6th grader who is 
unable to read. Ally Nickerson is not only unable to read, 
but also has an archenemy that makes fun of her for it. She 
has no friends until she meets Albert and Keisha.  Can 
Ally’s two friends and her new teacher, Mr. Daniels, help 
her to read finally? You’ll have to read 
the book to find out. 
 
Wonder 
By: Raquel J. Palacio 
Imagine this: You are unlike every-
body else, and everybody makes fun 
of you just because your face is differ-

ent and a little bit out of place, which describes how the main 
character Auggie feels in the novel, Wonder.  In his new school, 
Auggie meets two friends who are being nice to him, Summer 
and Jack. Auggie also has a very loving and careful mom and 
sister.  With all of these people to help Auggie, will Auggie be 
successful? Maybe, it will all fall apart, and he will lose his 
friends. I WONDER. 

By Meg Dorrington, Daisy Johnson, Bella Lipski, and Phoebe Lane 

Recently Daisy Johnson and Bella Lipski have seen the ever celebrated musical 
"Hamilton." From song lyrics to character 
names, we know it all or most of it. Hamil-
ton follows the story of who else... Alexan-
der Hamilton (Miguel Cervantes)! It follows 
the ups and downs of the war, the friends he 
makes, and the chances he takes.The other 
major characters in the story include Philip 
Hamilton/John Laurens (Jose Ramos), 
King George III (Alexander Gemignani) Aa-
ron Burr (Joshua Henry) James Madison 

(Wallace Smith) and Thomas Jefferson (Chris De’Sean Lee). With sad songs like 
Hurricane to fast upbeat songs like Guns and Ships, it's quite an amazing show to 
see. The production will end on July 9th with ten months of amazing performances. 
(First performance in Chicago was in October). We all have a feeling that you will 
soon be asking your friends: “Pardon me, sir, are you Aaron Burr sir?” 



The River Between Us 
Richard Peck 
You are going on a trip to visit your grandma (Tilly Pruitt), 
grandpa, and your great aunt (Delphine) and uncle (Noah 
Pruitt).  That is only the first chapter.  The rest of the story is 
about your grandma's childhood or a period of it.  Her family 
took in two people who came on a boat, two mysterious fig-
ures, one is beautiful, her name is Delphine, the other might 
be a slave.  Are the Pruitts traders for what they believe in, let-
ting a slave in their house?  You need to read the book to find 

out. 
 
Mr. Lemoncello's Library 
Chris Grabenstein 
Floating elevator, holograms, the best hotel room, a game 
room, a desserts buffet, and his three best friends, which 
sounds like a dream for any kid especially Kyle.  This book 
is mainly about Kyle and his friends being chosen to go the 
new Lemoncello Library.  Here they have to stay the night 
locked in this unique place, filled with hints, clues and fun, 
to escape.  Along the Way Kyle and his friends all team 
up, although this was supposed to be a game where eve-
ryone was on their team.  Will Kyle and his friends be the 
first ones to find the hidden exit and escape!!??  You will 
have to read this amazing book to discover the outcome. 

  



                New Trends and Summer Activities                      
By Meg Dorrington, Gisele Glunz and Carys Abbott 
Summertime is enjoyable when you have lots of fun things to do, but sometimes it is hard to 
find an interesting activity in which to participate. Here are some ideas to make your summer 
a blast! 
 The Fidget Spinner  

The fidget spinner is now used all over the place.  It can be very ad-
dicting, but most teachers do not like them because they can be very 
distracting.  Fidget spinners are found all over the place.  Amazon, 
Ruckus and Glee, and many other places.  Some people say it helps 
them keep their nerves down, helps them not bite their nails, or to 
stop shaking their leg or arm, but either way most people only buy 
them for the fun of it!The question is, how long will these fidget spin-
ners stay relevant?  Some articles say through the summer, but they 
will die down as the new school year starts.  However, no one knows 
for sure. 

  
Crazy Aaron’s Thinking Putty  
This thinking putty can be relaxing to your hands, and some just plainly 
think it is fun to play with in general.  It also comes in many different colors 
and special effects.  You could get color changing putties, glow in the dark 
putties, super illusion putties, or scented putties.  Some of the most popu-
lar are Super Oil Slick and super Scrab, which are both super illusion put-
ties.  Amazon, Ruckus and Glee, and Fuzziwigs are distributors of this 
product.  And slowly, people are already getting tired of these putties. 
  
Make homemade playdough 
The ingredients you will need are 1 cup of flour, ¼ cup of salt, ½ cup of hot water, and food 
coloring. Mix the flour and salt together in a bowl. Next mix the warm water and food dye in a 
separate cup. Pour the liquid into the bowl with flour and salt. Stir up the mixture. Then mix it 
with your hands (make sure you washed them!). Knead the dough until the flour is absorbed. 
Store the playdough in a container or baggie. Now you have your homemade playdough! 

  
Slime 
Currently, these are the most valued by students in the 4th grade.  Slime 
consists of items found in every pantry or kitchen.  Some people use shav-
ing cream, some laundry detergent, and most everyone uses glue.  Some of 
the 6th graders have started using model magic, glitter, and glue, but over-
all there are many different ways to make slime.  One of the only reasons 

why kids play with slime is because it is just plain fun.  This trend may continue over the 
summer because it give kids something to do, but no one knows for sure! 
  
Make Your Own Slime 
In this activity, you will need a bowl, glue, shaving cream, contact solution, food coloring and 
a mixing utensil. First, you pour the whole bottle of glue into the bowl. Then you put as much 
shaving cream as you would like to make it a smooth consistency. Then add as much food 
coloring as you wish. Once all the color is mixed in then, you can start the magic. Start to add 
the contact solution small bits at a time, and stir and it will start to activate. After you add 
enough to reduce the stickiness, you can start to play with the slime so that it will remain the 
proper texture. Now you can have slime to play with on summer days when bored. 
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Tie-Around Headbands 
 
These are a popular trend with girls 10 and older.  I do not know why for 
sure, but I do know that it is not just Christ King, it is a lot of other 
schools.  There are many different brands of these headbands; however, 
most people get either Under Armor or Nike.  They also come in many differ-
ent colors.  Most people wear theirs for a sports game, but lots of people also 
wear them to school.  This trend will most likely last longer because lots of people have already 
bought theirs! 
  
Paint with shaving cream 
For this activity, you will need shaving cream, paint brushes, paper, paper plates, and acrylic 
paint. First, squirt your desired amount of shaving cream onto a paper plate. Next, add a cou-
ple of drops of the paint color you want to the shaving cream. With the paintbrush, mix up the 
mixture on your paper plate. Now you can paint anything you want using shaving cream on 
paper! 
  
Make a watermelon explode with rubber bands 
To participate in this activity, you will need a watermelon and two bags of large rubber bands. 
This may take awhile, so plan on time. Set your watermelon on grass or dirt. Start wrapping 
rubber bands around the melon. Don’t get discouraged if it does not explode right away. If you 
place your rubber bands on top of each other, they will squeeze the watermelon in the middle. 
Eventually, the top will come off of the bottom and bits of the fruit may shoot up. Make sure 
you clean up! 

Lemonade Watermelon Sorbet  - YUM! 
 
Ingredients:   1 small to medium watermelon, preferably with black seeds, 1/2 cup fresh lem-
on juice (from 2 to 3 lemons), 1/2 cup sugar, 1/4 cup light com syrup 

Instructions:  Cut enough watermelon flesh into 2-inch cubes to make about 4 cups. Remove 
the seeds (reserve a few black ones to add to the sorbet if you want). Puree the melon in a food 
processor. Measure out 2 1/2 cups of puree and transfer to a medium bowl. Reserve the rest of 

the watermelon for another use. Measure out the remaining ingredients.  
Fill a large bowl with ice and water.  Combine the lemon juice, sugar, and 
corn syrup in a small saucepan and bring to a boil, stirring to dissolve the 
sugar. Remove from the heat.  Whisk the lemon syrup into the pureed wa-
termelon. Pour the mixture into a 1-gallon Ziploc freezer bag and submerge 
the sealed bag in the ice bath. Let stand, adding more ice as necessary, until 
cold, about 30 minutes.  Pour the sorbet base into the frozen canister and 
spin just until it is the consistency of very softly whipped cream.  Pack the 

sorbet into a storage container, tossing in a few black watermelon seeds if you’ve got them. 
Press a sheet of parchment directly against the surface, and seal with an airtight lid. Freeze in 
the coldest part of your freezer until firm, at least 4 hours. 


