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FROM ARCHBISHOP LISTECKI 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

Together we make such a huge difference.  We proved that last year 

when we exceeded our $7.7 million goal by raising a record $8 million through 

the Appeal for archdiocesan ministries and programs.  My confidence is high 

that we will repeat that success in 2018. 

This year’s theme, DECIDE TO LEAD, is a bold, direct statement; a clear, 

unequivocal declaration of what we need to do.  It is a challenge of sorts to all 

of us as servant disciples of Jesus Christ.  By the grace of God, each of us 

possesses special gifts meant to glorify Him and his kingdom on Earth meaning 

that we must be active in our faith, not merely watching from the sidelines or being satisfied sitting on the bench.  

We must be advocates.  We must be doers.  We must be leaders! 

Whether you were chosen by your pastor, or volunteered to serve as you parish’s Appeal chairperson, you 

are taking on a leadership role to help advance the important work and mission of the Church.  I need your 

passion.  I need your enthusiasm.  I need your dedication to make the greatest possible effort to help ensure our 

collective success. 

You are not alone.  With God’s grace and guided by the power and presence of the Holy Spirit you will 

encourage your parishioners to higher levels of participation, stewardship and generosity.   By virtue of your 

efforts, I feel confident that we will continue to advance the sacramental work, mission and life of the Church in 

southeastern Wisconsin. 

Work implementing pastoral priorities of the 2014 Synod continues.  This year our focus is on leadership and 

stewardship.  Our future is secure because faithful people are coming together to be part of a great 

transformation that will not only affect our generation, but generations to come.  Hebrews 13:7 tells us, 

“Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God.  Consider the outcome of their way of life, and 

imitate their faith.” 

I have no doubt that we will once again exceed $7.7 million.  I say this because of my belief in you and in the 

good people of this archdiocese to come together and do what needs to be done.  Every day I witness how hope, 

faith and charity manifest themselves through ministry and through giving, affecting tens-of-thousands of 

Catholics in countless ways.  This is our beloved Church, our work, our mission and our passion -- our obligation! 

When it comes to the Appeal we must answer two critical questions.  If not us, who?  If not now, when?  

DECIDE TO LEAD!  I am counting on you to help make this our most successful Appeal ever.  Thank you for all you 

do to support that goal.  Thank you for your service.  May God bless you! 

Gratefully in Christ, 

Most Reverend Jerome E. Listecki 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 




