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Christ King Parish

Saturday, August 25th

I. Vanessa Schellinger and Joseph Watter

St. Louis, St. Joseph Calasanz
RV 21:9b-14 Jn1:45_51(629)
WA
9:00AM Reconciliation
2:00PM Hepperla/Griffin Wedding
WA
4:30PM Fr. Phillip’s Intention

†Ervin S. Kryszak has been enrolled in the Christ King

Sunday, August 26th

Mass League by Delphine Burke. He will share in
monthly Mass intentions for the next twelve months.

Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time
JOS 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b EPH 5:21-32 JN 6:60-69(122)
WA
8:00AM †Stanislav Pavlinsky (Family)
WA 10:30AM
For the People of Christ King Parish

Monday, August 27th

Please remember in your prayers the repose of the
soul of +Nancy Wituschek who God has called into
eternity and will be buried from our parish on
Saturday, September 8.

St. Monica
2 THES 2:1-3a, 14-17 MT 23:23-26(426)
PB
8:15AM Mass at St. Bernard Church

Tuesday, August 28th
St. Augustine
2 THES 2:1-3a, 14-17 MT 23:23-26(426)
7:30AM
Daily Rosary
RT
8:00AM
†Joanne O’Brien and †Rev. Eugene O’Brien
(Family)
WA 5:30PM
Mass at St. Bernard Church
7:00PM
Family Rosary

Wednesday, August 29th
The Passion of St. John the Baptist
2 THES 3:6-10, 16-18(427) MK 6:17-29(634)
7:30AM
Daily Rosary
RT
8:00AM †August DeForno (D. Michael and Joan
Schaefer)

Please pray this week for those parishioners with
acute health problems and those with continuing
health concerns:
Maureen Ivans, Tony Berg, Jim Michalek, Sara
Siriwardena, Matthew Howard, Rowan Wilcox, Jim
Dries, Joan Bielefeld, Anna Bullio, Savanna Heltemes,
Nan Kreitzer, Virginia Krysiak, Jim Rice, James Kasdorf,
Steve Smith, Jack Denofre, Mike Drout, Mary Anne,
Laine Meske, Sara Block, Steven Neitzke, Jean Dries,
Cheryl Bausch, Donna Stahoviak, Dolly Ottosen, Amy
Bilski, Diane Brulc, Jerry Inhoff, and Harold Henry.

Thursday, August 30th
Weekday
EZ 36:23-28 MT 22:1-14(422)
6:00AM Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament until 8:00AM
WA 8:00AM †June Marie Schmitz (CK Sunshine Committee)

Friday, August 31st
Weekday
1 COR 1:17-25 MT 25:1-13(429)
6:00AM
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament until 8:00AM
WA 8:00AM
†Elizabeth Streicher (Genevieve Carollo)

Are you a registered member of Christ King
Parish?
Thank you for joining our community to celebrate
Mass. We’d love for you to make it official and
register. You can go to our website under About and
click on Welcome to find the Become a Member link.
You can also stop by the Parish Office and register
there. Email our ladies at the front desk if you have
any questions at parish@christkingparish.org

Saturday, September 1st
Weekday
1 COR 1:26-31 MT 25:14-30(430)
PB
9:00AM Reconciliation
PB
4:30PM †Roger W. Peterson (Family)

September

Sunday, September 2nd
Twenty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
DT 4:1-2, 6-8 JAS 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27 MK 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
(125)
PB
8:00AM For the People of Christ King Parish
PB 10:30AM Special Intention (Family)
WA = Fr. Will Arnold

.

PB = Fr. Phillip Bogacki
RT = Fr. Russ Tikalsky
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Pilgrimage to Holy Hill

12

Common Meeting Night 6pm Parish Center

13

Southside Meal Program

15

Class of ’68 50 year Class Reunion

26

Oktoberfest event 6pm-8pm North Hall

27

Oktoberfest event 11am-1pm North Hall

27

Oktoberfest event

6pm-8pm North Hall

Wauwatosa, Wisconsin

The 2018-19 school year started this past Thursday,
August 23. Our Maintenance staff worked hard all
summer to clean, paint, wax and make the school
shine for the more than 360 students who walked
through the door.
Watch for an update from our new principal, Gina
Brown, as well as profiles of our new school staff
members.

Christ King Grade School Class of 1968
50th Year Reunion
WE NEED HELP FINDING CLASSMATES.
The 50 year reunion of the Christ King Class of 1968
will be September 15, 2018, from 5:45 pm to 10:30 pm
in the North Hall of the school. We still have no
address or email address for these classmates:
Martin Bachuber
David Bash
Robert Brockman
Greg Jablonski
Robert Leu
Ann O’Melia
Robert Warner
If you have information about how we can contact
these classmates, please write to
rodbeaudoin@aol.com or telephone Rod Beaudoin
at 262-951-5066. Thank you!

Mission Speaker at
Christ King Parish
August 25-26 at all Masses
Rev. Monsignor Alex Bobby
Benson
Please make checks out to Christ King Parish and
mark “MCP” in the memo line. You can return these
envelopes in the collection basket or to the Parish
Office. Thank you!

The Parish Office will be closed Monday, September
3rd for Labor Day. Please plan your business
accordingly.
Our regular office hours are:
M-Th 8:30AM—5:30PM
F 8:30AM—4:30PM
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Mum's the Word
2018 Pallium Lecture
“Good Goods, Good Work, Good
Wealth"
September 18, 2018 7:00pm
Cardinal Stritch University
A conversation with Christian business leaders Patrick
McDevitt, President, Manufacturer's Resources; Joan M.
Shafer, retired Executive Vice President - Human Resources
and Organizational Effectiveness, WEC Energy
Group; and Sharon deGuzman, Managing Director, Senior
Portfolio Manager, Robert W. Baird & Co. Inc.

Annual Chrysanthemum Sale September 8th and 9th.
On the weekend of September 8th and 9th the
Interfaith: Greater Tosa office will be selling potted
chrysanthemums after our services. The flowers are in
8-inch pots and sell for $8.00 each, or two for $15.00.
These beautiful plants are great for Altar Flowers,
Memorials, fall gardens, or as a gift. All profit goes
directly to maintaining Greater Tosa Interfaith
Neighborhood Outreach which is a program
supporting older neighbors to allow for greater
independence. Our congregation supports this
program. If you have any questions, call the Greater
Tosa Interfaith office at 453-5750.

They will be describing the good that businesses do by:
making goods which are truly good and services which truly
serve; organizing work where employees develop their gifts
and talents; and creating sustainable wealth and distributing
it justly. Daniel J. Scholz, Ph.D., Vice President for Academic
Affairs, Cardinal Stritch University to moderate.
The Pallium Lecture, a presentation selected by Archbishop
Jerome E. Listecki, is an opportunity for the faithful to learn
from national and international experts on a variety of topics
that are pertinent to Catholic life in today’s world. The
evening is sponsored by the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. It is
open, free of charge, to everyone.

National Day of Remembrance for
Aborted Children
On Saturday, September 8, at
3 p.m., Holy Cross Cemetery, and
other cemeteries and memorial sites
throughout the country, will
participate in the sixth annual
National Day of Remembrance for Aborted Children.
It will honor abortion victims in general, not just those
whose remains were discovered.
Speakers at Holy Cross Cemetery will include Anne
Haines, the Milwaukee Archdiocese's Respect Life
Director for Urban Ministry, and Vicki Thorn, the
founder of Project Rachel, which is described by the
Milwaukee Archdiocese as a post-abortion
reconciliation program. It operates in 150 dioceses in
the United States.
Auxiliary Bishop Jeffrey Haines of the Milwaukee
Archdiocese said that at the local event, he will "be
leading a solemn prayer vigil in which we will not only
lovingly honor the grave sites of our aborted little
brothers and sisters, but also find inspiration to
embrace a higher level of commitment and activism
on behalf of respect for life."
In the event of bad weather, that remembering will
be done in a chapel on the cemetery grounds.

HELP SUPPORT THE
MARIAN SHRINE
ON 68TH ST

Donations are being
requested for an Eagle
Scout project to rejuvenate
the Marian Fatima Shrine at
68th and Stevenson. Funds
will help the need for new benches, brochure box,
repair birdhouses and statues, and for rosaries, prayer
brochures, paint, cleaning, landscaping. All donations
of $50 or more will be recognized on a plaque,
opportunities to memorialize/dedicate a new bench
to honor a loved one living or deceased. Please
contact Scout Advisor Jeff Nicholson (414) 517-6915
for more info and/or mail donations made out to
“Marian Shrine” c/o Jeff at 7033 Wellauer Drive,
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 or mail directly to accountant
Kim at The Milwaukee Archdiocese. What a wonderful
way to Honor our Blessed Mother and thank Her for all
Her intercessions!

August 26, 2018
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CHRIST KING PARISH OFFICES


Men’s Ministry Group
Morning Meetings on Thursdays will be starting up
again in September. Questions, please contact
Pat Masterson 414-732-3361



Mom’s Playgroup
Watch for new Fall Schedule











Parish Library
Open after Masses on Saturday and Sunday
Prayer Shawl Ministry
We will be starting back up in September on the
1st Wednesday of each month.
SVDP Meal Programs
2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month
2nd Wednesday: julie.wendelberger@sodexo.com
4th Wednesday: juliefrank50@gmail.com
Simply the Word—will resume in September
Thursdays 9:00AM -11:30AM (morning session)
6:00PM - 8:30PM (evening session)
Small Discipleship Groups
Groups meet at various days and times. For more
info., see Small Groups under Adult and Family/
Formation on the website or contact Kristin Fischer
smallgroups@christkingparish.org
Women’s Prayer Circle
Will resume in September on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday
carolynzschaefer@hotmail.com

2604 North Swan Blvd., Wauwatosa WI 53226
Phone: 414-258-2604
Fax: 414-258-1993
Website: www.christkingparish.org
E-mail: parish@christkingparish.org
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 8:30AM - 5:30PM and
Friday 8:30AM-4:30PM
Church Open for Personal Prayer Monday- Friday, 6:30AM-8:30PM
Saturday 9:00AM-5:30PM Sunday 7:30AM-noon
Pastor:……………………………………Very Rev. Phillip Bogacki, ext. 20
bogackip@christkingparish.org
Associate Pastor: ............................................ Rev. Will Arnold, ext. 32
arnoldw@christkingparish.org
Parish Deacon: .............................. Rev. Deacon John A. Ebel, ext. 18
ebelj@archmil.org
Director of Administrative Services:……................Laura Brown, ext.12
brownl@christkingparish.org
Director of Finance: ................................................... Ron Braier, ext. 34
braierr@christkingparish.org
Director of Liturgical Music: ....................................... Bill Lieven, ext. 27
lievenb@christkingparish.org
Director of Liturgy: ........................................... Maggie Pernice, ext. 22
pernicem@christkingparish.org
Tri-Parish Child & Youth Faith Formation:
Director of Children's Ministry (K3-5th) ......Samantha El-Azem ext. 33
elazems@christkingparish.org
Director of Youth Ministry (6th-12th) ................ ……….Sarah Daszczuk
daszczuks@christkingparish.org
Administrative Assistants : .............................. Julie Gundersen, ext. 10
gundersenj@christkingparish.org
Peggy Jelacic, ext. 10
jelacicp@christkingparish.org
Pastoral Executive Assistant..……………....Shelley Harrington, ext.23
harringtons@christkingparish.org
Database & Stewardship Coordinator…………...Terry Garrett, ext. 17
garrettt@christkingparish.org
Campus Grounds Supervisor …………………….Mark Martinez, ext 29
martinezm@christkingparish.org
Communications Coordinator…………………...Laura Shears, ext. 13
shearsl@christkingparish.org

www.christkingparish.org







Sacraments: Call the Parish Office and we can put you
in touch with the right person.

Christ King School

House/Hospital/Care Facility Calls: Call the
Parish Office - if after hours, leave a message for
Fr. Phillip or Fr. Will.

SPRED (Special Religious Development) 414-607-7008

Looking to Become Catholic? Give the Parish
Office a call and we will put you in touch with
Deacon John Ebel.
Want to become a Parishioner of Christ King? Stop by
the Parish Office and visit us to pick up a new member
folder and registration form or go online and start the
process.

FORMED.ORG - Parish Code: DCZQ7T
Try it out!

414-258-4160

2646 N. Swan Blvd., Wauwatosa 53226
Principal: Mrs. Gina Brown ginabrown@christkingschool.org Ext.41

Chairperson: ........................Eileen Wingenter, Leeniewing@aol.com
Greater Tosa Interfaith 414-453-5750
Director: ............................................................................... Amy Dedow

TRI-PARISH COLLABORATION

Christ King is fortunate to work in collaboration with two other Wauwatosa
parishes to coordinate our activities and maximize our resources. They are:
St. Pius X, www.stpiusparish.org
2506 Wauwatosa Ave., 414-453-3875
Weekend Masses: Saturday 5:00PM; Sunday 8:00 & 10:15AM
Weekday Masses: Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 8:00AM
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday, 4:00-4:30PM
St. Bernard, www.stbernardparish.org
7474 Harwood Ave., 414-258-4320
Weekend Masses: Saturday 4:00PM; Sun. 8:00 & 10:00AM
Weekday Masses: Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 8:15AM
Tuesday at 5:30PM with Confessions
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday at 3:00PM

LIVING
THE
CALL
Sharing God’s Gifts
Dear Friends,
Summer is a busy time of year. It’s a season filled with family vacations, baseball games, trips
to the beach and backyard gatherings with friends and family. It is through these connections
and experiences that we witness God’s love and the many blessings He bestows upon us.
As you enjoy the remaining weeks of summer, I want to take a moment to update you on our
capital appeal, “Living the Call, Sharing God’s Gifts.” Our parish staff, capital appeal chairs and
team leaders have been very busy preparing for this important moment in our parish’s history.

Our work on the capital appeal started last December when all parishioners
were invited to participate in focus groups to solicit input on a draft case
statement, facilitated by VisionWorks, an independent development
company. The result of the focus groups, and input gathered in many other
ways, showed broad consensus (4 out of every 5 parishioners) for the overall
plan. There is strong support among the parish for a capital appeal.
Since these initial focus groups, we have continued to solicit input from
parishioners while fine-tuning the plan and estimated costs to update our
church and campus. The process has been very organic, designed entirely
around the needs of the parish as a whole.
I encourage you to take some time to read through this newsletter to gain
a deeper understanding of the capital appeal and the special role you
can play in its success. Soon, you will receive a more detailed newsletter
outlining specific projects, costs and campaign goals. You will also receive
an invitation to attend fun and informative events to learn more about
the capital appeal and to address specific questions you may have.
Until then, I want to personally thank you for continuing to speak
enthusiastically with your friends and fellow parishioners about this
important project, for your willingness to say “yes” when approached
to provide support, and most importantly, for your ongoing thoughts
and prayers.

APPEAL CHAIRS

Over the past five years as your pastor, I have worked closely with our collaborative bodies (Pastoral
and Finance Councils) along with the Buildings and Grounds Committee and staff to be good
stewards of your financial gifts. We have done our very best to maintain our beautiful church, school
and campus. However, the time has come for a deeper level of investment to address the growing
needs in our household, many of which are outlined in this newsletter.

Mike & Karen
Bressanelli
Jim & Sharon
deGuzman
Andreas &
Michelle Klotz
Joe & Katie
Pickart
Peter & Erin
Stanek

Sincerely Yours in Christ,
Fr. Phillip Bogacki, Pastor

LIVING THE CALL
Sharing God’s Gifts

PRESERVING Our Future
On October 14, 1939, Christ King Parish was officially founded and held its first Mass at Mount
Mary University. In the ensuing years, parishioners gave deeply of their time and resources to
create the amazing church and campus we now call home. We enjoy the sacrificial gifts of
those who came before us – those who boldly answered Jesus’ call to discipleship.
Today we are faced with an aging home with significant physical and structural issues. In
addition, the growth of parish activity has placed a strain on our aging facilities and what we
are able to offer. While great maintenance and improvement work has been done in recent
years, we are faced with major needs which can no longer be deferred.
Now is the time for us to make a major investment in the life of our parish, the kind of gift that
is not asked for often.
A great amount of time and energy has been put forth to develop our capital appeal. The
process, which started over a year ago, has included focus groups with parishioners, as
well as ongoing collaboration between the Pastoral and Finance Councils, Buildings and
Grounds Committee, parish staff and capital appeal chairs.
It is centered around four key pillars, each addressing infrastructure, financial and outreach
projects. Here is a detailed overview of everything involved in this important project.
SHARING THE GOSPEL WITH OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES - SCHOOL & RELIGIOUS ED
• School Infrastructure Updates
• School Windows & Doors
• “Atrium” for Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
SHARING IN BEAUTY THROUGH THE EUCHARIST SACRED WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
• New Pipe Organ

APPEAL PILLARS

IVING THE CALL
• Church Air Conditioner
Sharing God’s Gifts • Church LED Lighting

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY & CAMPUS OPERATION
• Parking Lot and Fencing
• Exterior Lighting Upgrades
• New Boilers
• Roof and Gutter Repairs
• Other Campus Improvements
and Deferred Maintenance
• Capital Improvement Endowment Fund
• Loan Repayment
• Reserves (Buildings and Grounds)
SHARING OUR LOVE - SERVICE AND OUTREACH
• Gift to St. Vincent de Paul Society
• Sharing partnership with All Saints Parish, Milwaukee

In the coming weeks,
you will receive more
detailed information
about the “Living
the Call, Sharing
God’s Gifts” capital
appeal, including
specifics about each
project as well as
our fundraising goal.
In addition, you will
be invited to special
events to learn more
about the appeal
and to address any
questions you may
have. Until then,
we ask that you
prayerfully consider
your role in this
important project.

Why are we doing a capital appeal and why now?
It has been 10 years since we have engaged in a capital appeal and now is the
time to address the deferred maintenance that is expected of an 80-year-old
home. With its mission of ministry and service to others, Christ King Parish is a pillar
of Wauwatosa and the greater Milwaukee area. Only by addressing the needs of
our parish campus are we able to effectively continue and enhance this mission of
service and ministry.

Will the Christ King community support a capital appeal at this time?
In 2017, Christ King leadership engaged an outside consultant, VisionWorks

FAQS

IVING THE CALL
Fundraising, to assess potential support for a capital appeal. After interviewing

Sharing God’s Gifts
a multitude of parishioners and holding open focus group meetings last fall, the

study revealed that 4 out of every 5 adult parishioners surveyed support moving
forward with a capital appeal at this time. The overwhelming support is rare in a
feasibility study and represents a broad consensus amongst our community. It also
reflects your love and support of the parish as a whole, and your commitment to
maintain and enhance our beautiful church, school and other places of worship
and ministry.

How do we prioritize projects within each goal category?
Each project was carefully assessed by parish leadership, appeal leadership and a desire to include
a diverse range of projects in each category. The projects will be completed based on funds
available and factors such as need (e.g. the church air conditioner may fail very soon and require
an immediate replacement).

How do we determine a budget for each project in the capital appeal?
Planning for these projects has happened very slowly so as to exercise transparency and due
diligence. This is important for parish leadership and is central to the appeal. Significant leg work will
be done by parish staff and the Buildings and Grounds Committee on the projects included. Experts
from both within and outside of the parish will be consulted to ensure proper planning and that
estimates are as accurate as reasonably possible.

Do we intend to take on debt to complete these projects?
With your support, we do not intend to take on additional debt for these projects. Instead, projects will
be completed in a fiscally prudent manner so as to maintain and improve the parish’s financial stability.

How will funds be allocated?
100 percent of all funds will be restricted for the projects identified in this appeal.

How will we donate to the capital appeal?
Successful and rewarding capital appeals have a strong stewardship aspect to them. In our case,
we have combined the appeal and our annual stewardship renewal to make them both stronger.
The appeal gift is an additional, sacrificial gift to ensure the long-term health of the parish, in
recognition of those sacrificial gifts others gave for our benefit. The capital appeal pledge cards will
include both appeal and the yearly stewardship commitments to minimize any confusion. We hope
to complete the appeal fulfillment period in three years or less.

Can we meet our goals?
Absolutely. Christ King Parish and School is strong, growing and delivers many forms of ministries to
support our parishioners and community. We will continue to grow stronger and healthier through
prudent and responsible investment in the spaces that every one of us uses. The generations before
us helped build the beauty that we see before us today; such beauty raises hearts to God and
draws in parishioners and visitors to contemplate the many other gifts the Church possesses. It is our
turn to evangelize, by ensuring this beauty and this mission is healthy for generations after us.

Information Weekend I – Kickoff
Appeal Information Packets
Available at All Masses

September 22-23
Information Weekend II – Kickoff
Appeal Information Packets
Available at All Masses

September 26-27
Fellowship, Food & Conversation
Invitations Will Be Mailed
to All Families (Please RSVP)

September 29-30
Inspiration Weekend I
Acknowledging God’s Blessings

October 6-7
Inspiration Weekend II
Being Grateful

October 13-14
Inspiration Weekend III
Giving Back to God

October 20-21

IMPORTANT DATES

September 15-16

Inspiration Weekend IV
Giving Back to God with Sacrifice

October 27-28
Commitment Weekend I

November 3-4
Commitment Weekend II

November-December
Commitment Weekends
Continue

January 26-27, 2019
Campaign Closes

LIVING
CALL
Sharing THE
God’s Gifts
Loving Father, you always are with
us. You give us all that is good.
We thank you for your many gifts,
especially the grace that makes
Christ King Parish a community of
faith.
We are indebted to the generations
of faithful parishioners who before
us blessed Christ King with holiness
and presence. Like them, help us be
faithful stewards as we strive to live
your call and share your gifts.
In this building we gather as your
Church to hear your sacred Word
and receive your Body and Blood;
from them we gain the strength to
serve you and others as we proclaim
the Good News. Help us be holy and
intentional in our discipleship, selflessly
sharing our faith with others and
serving all people, especially those in
need.
Generous God, keep us mindful of
all the good that happens when we
allow you to work through us. We pray
that the time, talent and treasure we
give back to you strengthens and
grows Christ King Parish as together
we live your call in our community
and beyond.
As we continue our journey of faith,
we pray that you keep
us holy, prayerful and
humble. We ask this
through Jesus Christ,
our King.
Amen

Supplement to August 26, 2018 Christ King Bulletin

Updates from Fr. Phillip
It has been a while since I’ve written a bulletin column. I have much to say so please bear with the
length.

News Regarding Church Leadership
As I begin my comments about recent revelations regarding Church leadership and the sexual abuse
crisis, I genuinely ask your patience because I don’t have the perfect words to express all that I am
feeling and need to say. I’m angry and still processing the pain you and I are both feeling, but as your
pastor I feel I need to share my thoughts with you, though they are incomplete at this moment.
I am speaking to you about this in this venue, rather than in my homilies, for several reasons. First, I
cannot address this in a way that is appropriate for children. Second, as important as this matter is,
many in our parishes are facing personal issues such as deaths, financial stress, and other difficult
family issues which are at the forefront of some of your minds. And third, I am blessed to know several clerical abuse victims who are heroically working to re-embrace the Church. They have asked to
be able to continue the healing of their wounds in a manner that does not include revisiting their pain
at Mass where they come seeking a new path with the good news of the Gospel and the Eucharist.
Why Are We Talking About This?
The very troubling issue of abuse of minors by priests came to light in 2002 when the Boston Globe detailed the scope of clerical abuse and the failure to report clerical abuse in the Archdiocese of Boston.
Soon it was revealed that numerous other dioceses, including the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, faced
credible abuse cases. Sadly, the sinful ugliness of clergy abuse has returned to the forefront of our
awareness with two recent revelations.
First: Archbishop Theodore McCarrick, former Archbishop of Washington D.C. until his retirement is
accused of abuse of a minor in New York. McCarrick is the most prominent American cleric to be accused of abuse. When this allegation was deemed credible (and is now being investigated by the
Holy See), it was revealed that McCarrick also had engaged in homosexual advances against a number of men, including several seminarians, over a long period of time; rumors to this behavior had
circulated for many years. In light of this information, questions have emerged as to how McCarrick
was promoted through the hierarchy of the Church.
Second: The Attorney General of the State Pennsylvania released a grand jury report detailing allegations of abuse against more than 3,000 individuals, mostly minors, by a number of priests in Pennsylvania, and the failure of some bishops to protect children from abusers. Most of the abuse occurred
many years in the past, but the details and scope of the allegations reveal criminal and moral atrocities that are sickening to read.
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Recent Historical Background, and Where We are Now
In reaching out to a few parishioners, I am reminded that not all of you were old enough to recall the
events of 2002 when the Catholic Church first confronted this very troubling sin, and the changes that
were already taking place prior to 2002, and afterward, to address this issue.
Most of the clerics credibly accused of abuse were ordained before the late 1970's, before changes I
detail below were being implemented. As of today, many are dead, some are in jail, and all others
were removed from priestly ministry and/or returned to the lay state. Nonetheless, the abuse they
committed are grave violations of civil law, but also grave violations of moral and ecclesiastical law,
and have been for the whole history of the Church. Described as "delicts [crimes] against the sixth
commandment," these delicts encompass any kind of offense against the dignity of the human person
and sexuality, especially relating to clerics. The primary tools in the 20th Century for addressing allegations were the 1917 Code of Canon Law, a 1962 document issued by the Holy See, and the 1983 Code
of Canon Law (the current law in the Church). In the 1990's the Church in the United States requested
from the Holy See more efficient and aggressive measures to deal with allegations against clerics.
Consequently, more aggressive measures were implemented against abuses.
Here in Milwaukee, already in 1989, the Archdiocese of Milwaukee started Project Benjamin to care
for abuse victims' spiritual and human needs. The work of Project Benjamin includes financial compensation.
At the Holy See, Popes John Paul II and Benedict XVI changed the Holy See’s procedures to more efficiently address abuse incidents, including expediting the process of removal from the clerical state
when appropriate.
In the 1980's-1990's, seminary formation underwent significant changes, including measures to assess
individuals with potentially unhealthy human formation issues. Admission to seminary began to include, and still does include, rigorous independent psychological testing, for example. I am one of
several interviewers for men applying to seminary in Milwaukee. The men who come to my office,
along with being holy and good men, almost all have had extensive life and work experience, including having dated women before applying to seminary. Today, seminaries, including our own, include
a very detailed and thorough examination of one’s entire life and background, includes the professional input of many, and are quick to say "no" if there are any questions about a candidate’s background.
In 2002, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, in light of the national press coverage revealing the abuse of minors by clerics, passed the "Dallas Charter," a statement of ecclesiastical responsibility for these issues. Additionally, the "Essential Norms" was passed, which is the governing
law in the United States requiring, among other things:
•

Mandatory child protection training for all employees and volunteers in any Church or school
setting, and mandatory background checks updated every five years.
2

•

•

A formal and swift process to remove any cleric from ministry with a substantiated allegation of
abuse. Victims’ Assistance Coordinators are employed in every diocese to assist victims in reporting and support.
A national and diocesan review board consisting of professionals from law enforcement, legal,
social services, and psychological communities to evaluate child protection policies and all past
and present individual allegations.

There is much more to the charter and essential norms (updated as recently as 2018), but the result
was a total overhaul in the handling of allegations, including the immediate removal of a cleric upon
receipt of an allegation pending an independent investigation, and the immediate reporting to and
cooperation with civil law enforcement authorities. All of these policies are carefully followed at
Christ King Parish as well as other measures to ensure safety and transparency. All office and classroom doors at Christ King have windows on them, and volunteers and employees are trained to not
be alone with minors. These procedures, while often customary for many years, became mandated
and universal in 2002.
There is well-documented evidence that these changes have helped. While one incident of abuse is
too many, reported incidents since the 1990's are exceptionally low. Today, there are no clerics credibly accused of abuse in any priestly ministry. This, however, always comes with the reminder that
many victims take many years to report their abuse.
The Church’s efforts to protect our children have made headway. The Pennsylvania grand jury report
held up current Church procedures as a model response to abuse allegations and child protection.
Even some of the Church’s strongest critics recognize the Catholic Church’s vigilant efforts and resolve as other organizations, such as gymnastic and scout groups, cite the Church's response and procedures in their efforts to address the issue of abuse against minors, which is a serious societal problem.
Although significant strides have been made, our vigilance must never waver. An open and unresolved issue since 2002 again has come to the forefront. The changes made by the Church after 2002
focused on priests, deacons, and parish employees, but did not adequately address the problem of
bishops who neglected their responsibilities. Bishops report to the Holy Father, so the issue of a
bishop’s failure to report abuse or to adequately protect a minor is dealt with directly by the Holy Father who appoints, removes, and disciplines bishops. The two most recent revelations (McCarrick
and Pennsylvania) point to the Church’s urgent need to address this area of concern.
Reactions
There is no easy way to explain sin and evil. I am angry that I, along with you, work so hard to be,
and form, disciples of Jesus Christ, do good in the name of the Church, and yet the crimes of some
individuals cause legitimate questions and mistrust. I don't have perfect answers as to what is going
on, but here are some of my initial observations:
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•

•

•

•

This is a spiritual challenge for all of us. Those who live the faith well, who love God and love
God’s Church, who try to understand and follow the Church’s time tested teachings, and who
pray and are humble to the daily presence of God in their lives, are happy and healthy individuals.
Abusers, and those who were complicit, have turned away from the teachings of the Church,
they have neglected any sense of a conscience, and they have completely disregarded the
Church's challenging but livable teachings on chastity and healthy human sexuality. These
crimes of abuse and neglect are the result of evil; evil that demands justice and must be cast out
of the Church. There has always been sin in the Church, but this situation differs in that it involves a complicity to and acceptance of sin. Grave violations of trust and looking past continued sin results in long term consequences for us all. It is an act of charity when we call others
from sin to conversion, hating the sins that are committed, and placing ourselves and others at
the mercy of God.
We must acknowledge distorted teaching and acting out on human sexuality. In misguided attempts to be relevant, pastoral, and merciful, and in our efforts to avoid offending, we have become comfortable with sinful and unhealthy sexual behaviors that are wreaking tremendous human devastation in our world. I strongly urge you to read the statement by Bishop Robert
Morlino, of Madison, which I support. Among other very honest points, he names particular
truths in relationship to homosexuality which we must face as we engage in discussions regarding homosexuality.1 In his words, “To call it anything else would be deceitful and would only
ignore the problem further.”
Abuse of children and vulnerable people takes place in all parts of society and we need to hate
this behavior wherever it occurs. The Church is a representative of the general population and
the sins and illnesses that are present. The revelations of the abuse of Larry Nassar and young
gymnasts is disgusting, the scouts have had to confront this issue, it is present in public schools,
in other religious communities, in the medical profession, in Hollywood, and in families (8 of 10
abuse incidents occur with someone known well to the victim, and this often includes family
members). If it hasn’t come up in some other area of your life, it will. The lives of victims are
gravely harmed and they deserve our care and attention. We need to focus on this issue not just
in the Church but in all areas of life.

What to Do
The recent revelations are an electric shock that has prompted me to evaluate my call to holiness, and
I hope it will do the same for you. Again, I don’t have comprehensive suggestions, but here are a few
thoughts.
•

1

Pray. When we consistently and authentically speak to God in prayer, we more closely understand His vision of good and evil, and more powerfully share His mercy with others. For your
own struggles, I recommend praying over the Psalms. Many of the Psalms powerfully express
human questioning and despair, yet always trust in the presence and rescue of God.

The statement is available at http://www.madisoncatholicherald.org/bishopsletters/7730-letter-scandal.html
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•

•
•

•
•

Except for abuse victims themselves, we need to engage in the powerful spiritual weapons of
reparation and fasting for the Body of Christ. This is a good time to learn more about these practices and to begin them immediately.
Stay focused on the Gospel. Satan draws us away from God when we allow the sins of some to
turn us away from God’s gift of His Church here on earth, and her mission.
Don’t allow evil to weaken your discipleship and mission. This has been our project here at the
parish and I hope you will continue to grow as Jesus’ holy disciple. The only way the Church
and the world will become a better place is through our perseverance as missionary disciples of
Jesus Christ.
Boldly hate sin. Honestly acknowledge the ways you’ve compromised to sin or have become
complacent to sin.
Always seek and engage in closer union to Jesus Christ—yours and others.

Relationship to the Church
I urge you not to generalize your anger against all priests and bishops as if they have all failed the
Church. Some did, and their failures are inexcusable, morally reprehensible, and often criminal. But
please do not blame the Church or every priest and bishop. Most, while imperfect, are faithful, good,
and holy, men who are sickened by the sins of others.
I encourage you not to change how you think about supporting the Church. Some feel this is a way to
express their anger. But halting financial gifts to the archdiocese or the parish simply slows down the
immeasurable work that is done in the name of the Church. Like any institution, changes in revenue
result in pay cuts and layoffs for teachers and staff, less tuition assistance, decreased charity through
the Church, neglect of our spaces, etc. Withholding support does not help victims, penalize perpetrators, or send a message that leads to anything helpful.
The sins of abuse are not because of the Catholic Church, but precisely because people violated the
expectations of the Catholic Church. This is the result of sin, a failure in prayer and holiness, a neglect
of the Church's teachings on sexuality, a neglect of the concrete reality of evil, a neglect of the responsibility that lays with shepherds, and a disregard for the dignity of the human person, especially the
most vulnerable whom the Church always regards with a mother's care.
There have been a variety of reactions to the Church’s crisis of abuse. “Walking away” from the
Church is not a solution that leads to any good. One may have justified anger and desire to express
this option, but that doesn’t make it right. Abandoning the Church is a victory for Satan who desires
to divide and weaken God’s Church. Under no circumstances can we allow this to happen.
Within the life of the Church, the greatest periods of holiness, growth, and renewal followed periods
of purification. This time of purification is leading us to a more holy and focused Church that will be
ever more faithful to her head and founder, Jesus Christ. You have an important role to play in rebuilding the Church; do not walk away from this responsibility. The old adage is wise, “If you find
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the perfect church, it will become imperfect the moment you join, as we are all imperfect human beings.”
Conclusion
This is the time to pray. Pray for all who have been abused at the hands of anyone, especially priests,
deacons, bishops, other religious, or those who work for the Church. And please pray for your
priests. It is painful to be associated with such evil. I have always wanted to be in parishes with
schools, as I love the hope and joy of children and the role a parish plays in forming them as disciples. To even contemplate someone harming a child is repulsive in a way I can’t describe. It is troubling for me to see you suffer as faithful Catholics who place trust in the Church’s ministers. For what
some of the Church’s priests and bishops have done, I am very sorry.
Fr. Will and I live at the Christ King parish rectory, which can be like a fishbowl, but is also good as
our whole life is transparent to staff and parishioners. You see us around the community and we are
part of your lives. At the parishes, we work on a healthy understanding of shared governance. No
major decision is made without broad consultation and knowledge. Know that your trust in us as
your parish priests is not misplaced, but also constantly verified by the many others with whom we
collaborate.
This has been a difficult time to be a priest when trust, which is challenging to earn, has been broken.
It is so hard to again face the disgusting crimes and neglect of the past, especially as our two parishes
move forward to answer God’s call to missionary discipleship. Most of all, I feel extremely pained
seeing you suffer, the people I am ordained for, and love to serve.
As Jesus’ disciples sat in their storm tossed boat on the Sea of Galilee they became afraid as Jesus
slept in the boat. Seeing their fear, Jesus called them to faith and calmed the stormy waters. When we
experience our boat rocking because of uncertainty, fear, or doubt, take this as an opportunity to reestablish your faith and trust in the Lord Jesus who may seem distant or even sleeping but will not let
us sink, and will bring us calm (Mt 8:23-27).

Ten Year Priestly Ordination Anniversary: A Brief Reflection
Speaking of priesthood, I was ordained a priest on August 1, 2008 in Milwaukee. While I was away
this summer, my ten-year anniversary of priestly ordination passed, on August 1, 2018. I am very
happy to be at this point and look back on ten years of blessings. This summer also marked five years
as pastor of Christ King and three years as pastor of Saint Bernard.
This is where I feel called, to serve as a pastor, and I am grateful to be in this role today. Thank you
for your support of me at these wonderful parishes. We don’t serve for praise, but your support really does help me enjoy and grow my priesthood more and more every day. I am extremely lucky,
truly lucky, to be assigned to parishes with such good people.
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The priesthood is challenging and exciting and there are men in our parishes who are called to this
vocation. Please pray and practically support those of your family and friends who may have a calling.

Auction "Raise the Paddle" Proceeds and Sound Systems
Thanks to those of you who added a little (actually, a lot) extra to the “raise the paddle” appeal at the
2018 parish social and auction. The funds raised were earmarked for new and upgraded sound systems in various parts of the parish. This work was completed, under budget, over the summer.
The parish center dining room now has a sound system that will help during presentations and meetings, and the aging and failing system in the North Hall was replaced. Both of these will be used frequently. The Church sound system was upgraded from an analog to digital system. Our vendor affirmed that the speaker system in our church is still very adequate and still has a number of years of
life. An alternative may require a series of speakers drilled into the marble along the walls, and this is
not a desirable option, in my opinion.
The digital upgrade allows for a new level of adjustments and troubleshooting, as well as expansion,
should we ever desire to do so. This upgrade also allows us to loop the organ loft sound system into
our main system. I hope you have already noticed the improved musical acoustics and a clearer
sound all around. Please be patient as this new system still needs a lot of tuning as we test it in different environments. Our church’s size and domed ceiling create complex acoustical characteristics, and
they change significantly based on temperature, humidity, and congregation size. Thanks for your
support in this important upgrade that touches on the heart of our parish, the Sunday Eucharist.

“Living the Call, Sharing God's Gifts” Capital Appeal
This fall we formally undertake a capital appeal. You are seeing the second of three newsletters in the
bulletin this weekend. During much of September and October, we will be inviting you to prayerful
reflection as together we work to ensure a strong future for the Church through our home parish.
Our time of prayerful reflection will include homilies, a video, and some words from parishioners. I
think you will enjoy this time of reflection.
It has been ten years since the parish undertook a major appeal —this is a long time to go without significantly investing in our parish’s future. I hope you have noticed that in the last five years we significantly cut fundraising requests and there have been no second collections for parish purposes.
With that in mind, as we embark on this appeal, I ask you to reflect on your life at Christ King Parish,
and I hope you will very generously respond to the campaign in a planned and prayerful way.
The appeal is about our people and our mission to the Gospel. When structural issues in our aging
campus arise, a successful appeal will ensure that resources available for salaries or outreach will not
need to be diverted. If our appeal is successful, another shouldn’t be necessary for a number of years.
We probably cannot wait another ten years, but it won’t be tomorrow that I ask you again to make a
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rare and sacrificial investment. I plan to give sacrificially to this appeal, an amount that will require
forgoing purchases for at least several years. I will never ask you to do something I am not willing to
undertake myself.
One reminder that this appeal will be combined with our normal annual stewardship renewal. One
form will be used. Please keep that in mind, that your gift to the appeal is a one-time gift in addition
to your normal parish support.
All of your previous giving data, as well as your gifts to this appeal and annual stewardship, will be
kept absolutely confidential and not shared with the steering committee or other volunteers. Contributions will be handled by only a small number of staff who absolutely need the data for processing
purposes.
A lot of work has gone into ensuring your funds will be used well and effectively. Please watch the
opportunities to pray, and to learn more and ask questions. Thanks to appeal executive team: Mike
and Karen Bressanelli, Jim and Sharon deGuzman, Andreas and Michelle Klotz, Joe and Katie
Pickart, Peter and Erin Stanek.

Continuation of Canon Law Studies
This summer I completed the third year of studies for the Licentiate degree in Canon Law (JCL) at
Catholic University of America, which the Archbishop has assigned me to obtain. Thanks for your
patience in my summer absences. With Fr. Dennis Saran, and Fr. Will, and our excellent staff, things
ran smoothly.
I had four classes covering rather technical issues, and I don't pretend they may interest you. But people need this knowledge to help those in leadership effectively dispense the spiritual riches of the
Church in a just and efficient manner. I have a very taxing online class this fall (Matrimonial Jurisprudence: the evaluation of marriage nullity requests), and another one this spring. On top of this, I need
to start writing my thesis, which will be due at the start of June. So, this will take continued time and
energy. Next summer I will return for classes and start preparing for comprehensive exams. If I keep
up, this should be done by the end of 2019, nine months earlier than planned upon starting the program.
Congratulations on making it to the end of this note! Keebler’s Frosted Animal Cookies was my reward after finishing it.
And, see you at Mass.
Fr. Phillip
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