
Change, Transition, New Involvement 1960’s - 1980’s
With the 1960-61 school enrollment at 1,712, Christ King School was seriously 
overcrowded.  Fr. Huepper reported this to the congregation, saying, “It is quite evident 
that as we expand the school to sufficient classrooms for our 
enrollment, we will also include in our construction program the 
long sought and hoped for Gymnasium.  It would be a folly to do 
less.”

On November 29, 1964 the new “Gym Addition” was blessed by 
Archbishop William Cousins.  The gymnasium and the six new 
carpeted classrooms were occupied on December 2, 1963.  When 
completed, the gym and kitchen were considered state-of-the-art 
facilities.  The gymnasium-classroom addition would be the final 
stage in the building program that was initiated in the Spring of 
1940.

In conjunction with the blessing of the gym addition, Mass and 
lunch were held to commemorate Christ King Parish’s 25th 
Anniversary.  A separate evening reception celebrated                   
Fr. Huepper’s twenty-five years as pastor of Christ King Parish.
On September 29, 1965, Reverend Monsignor Joseph Huepper died at 
the age of 70.  Most Reverend Roman R. Atkeilski, Auxiliary Bishop of the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee, was appointed to succeed Msgr. Huepper as 
Pastor of Christ King Parish.

Auxiliary Bishop Atkielski celebrated the parish’s first English-spoken Mass 
in November 1965, although in doing so, Atkielski met with resistance from 
some parishioners.  The congregation now was encouraged to sing and 
participate in the Mass by using newly purchased missals.

Amidst continuing division within the Parish, a new Altar Table was constructed in the 
center of the sanctuary in 1966 to facilitate the decision that the priest must now face 
the congregation at Mass.

Christ King lost its second pastor with the June 30, 1969 death of Auxiliary Bishop 
Atkielski.  Atkielski was succeeded by Most Reverend Leo Brust, Auxiliary Bishop of 
Milwaukee.  Bishop Brust remained Christ King’s pastor until he was named Vicar of the 
Archdiocese in 1978.

During the 1970’s, lay formation programs such as marriage and baptismal prep were 
instituted at Christ King.  The Saturday evening vigil Mass began in the 1970’s and 
quickly grew in popularity.  In 1971, Christ King instituted its first guitar Masses.  In 1978, Monsignor Francis Bares became 
the fourth Pastor at Christ King Parish.  

The 1980’s was a decade of increased lay involvement in the liturgical and sacramental life of Christ King Parish.  Lay 
men and women, trained as extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, began distributing Communion at Christ King 
in 1980.  Reportedly, Christ King was one of the last parishes in the area to grant this role to laity.  

Fr. Ronald Crew was named Christ King Parish’s fifth pastor on January 1, 1986.  In September 
1986, Fr. Crew announced a renovation to the rectory to add office space and provide clearly 
defined residence and work areas.  Under Fr. Crew, Christ King implemented the 
Archdiocesan policy of priests paying rent from their salary. In 1987, Fr. Crew sent a letter to 
parishioners announcing the Feast of Christ the King, which falls on the fourth Sunday in 
November, would become the parish’s patronal feast day.

Excerpt taken from “Christ King Parish: God’s Generous Gift 75 Years History”
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