
1990’s to the Present – Happy 80th Anniversary!
Rev. Dennis Ackeret became Christ King’s sixth pastor in June 1990.  Fr. Ackeret would 
remain Pastor of Christ King Parish until 2003.  Describing his arrival at Christ King, Fr. 
Ackeret wrote, “…Christ King was a ‘fixer-upper.’  On the weekend of October 4, 1991, Fr. Ackeret launched 
“Share the Spirit,” a three year $1,000,000 capital campaign to repair and update the parish facilities and 
establish a preventative maintenance program.

Projects included repair and refurbishing of the Church’s interior, 
significant roof repair, new sound system for the church, restoration of 
the Church bells, dismantling of the Communion rail, all marble was 
checked and cleaned. Relocation of the baptistery, pews were 
removed and refinished, old baptistery was made a funeral visitation 
area, commissioned renderings were painted on the three window 
like openings on the south wall of the church and new furniture was 
purchased for North and South Halls.

In the early 1990’s Christ King entered into a “twinning” relationship 
with the Congregation of the Great Spirit, the first urban Native 
American Congregation in the country.  It was also at this time Christ 

King Parish was clustered with Saint Bernard and St. Pius X parishes in an effort to explore ways to work together 
and share resources.  The most notable outcome of that effort was the three-parish shared Youth Ministry 
Program known as the “Tosa-Trio”.

By 1999, the four remaining nuns were relocated to Notre Dame Convent in Elm Grove.  He decision was 
reached because the convent building was significantly underutilized.  It required extensive repair and 
updating, and the parish needed additional meeting space.

In June 2003, Msgr. T George Gajdos was named Christ King’s seventh pastor, and served until his retirement in 
December 2012.  Seeing the need to increase and update Parish Office space, to repair and update portions 
of the school, to repair and better utilize the Parish Center, and to bring facilities into accessibility compliance, 
he began planning the next phase of physical improvements.  The “Ensure a Spirited Tomorrow (EAST)” 
fundraising campaign was launched in 2005. 

Construction began in the spring of 2006.  The biggest improvements was the remodel of the convent into our 
existing Parish Center along with many school remodel projects including the new entry with the addition of the 
elevator.  Archbishop Timothy Dolan blessed the new facilities and joined parishioners for a spaghetti dinner on 
the Feast of Christ the king, November 25, 2006.

Because the parish now carried a mortgage, Fr. Gajdos introduced 
another capital campaign in 2007 – “Entrusting Our Works to the 
Lord” (WEST).

In June 2013, Fr. Phillip Bogacki became Administrator of Christ King 
Parish and on November 1, 2014 was named Christ King’s eighth 
pastor.  In Fall of 2018, with full support of the Pastoral and Finance 
Councils, the “Living the Call, Sharing God’s Gifts” Capital Appeal 
was launched.  We are currently in year two of three of this appeal 
and many projects have been completed or are in process.  
Fr. Phillip pledges to help parishioners – of all ages and stages of life 
– seek God’s holiness and answer their call to live as God’s 
intentional disciples, evangelizers, and stewards.

Excerpt taken from “Christ King Parish: God’s Generous Gift 75 Years History”




