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Marriage in the Catholic Church 

 
As a Roman Catholic Church, we believe that marriage is a sacrament, a holy sign 

and instrument of Jesus Christ in our lives. We believe that marriage is communal, not 

merely an individual or personal thing. To be married in the Church does not mean in a 

particular building, but in the midst of a Christian community with the integrity of its 

rituals and traditions. Marriage is a sacred relationship. Catholics believe that marriage 

has God as its author, Jesus as its model, and the Church itself as its guardian. 

 

Those who do not perceive marriage as the Church does should give serious  

consideration as to why they wish to be married “in the Church” and dialogue with the 

priest or deacon involved. 

 
By universal Church law, instructions are required before the celebration of the 

sacrament of Marriage. Christ King Parish follows the Pastoral Guidelines for Marriage 

Preparation as set out by the bishops of Wisconsin. This policy requires a preparation by 

the couple prior to the wedding. Issues of maturity, preparedness, communication and 

faith commitment are covered in meetings with the priest and others. This process is not 

meant to hinder or place obstacles to a church wedding, but rather to help couples have 

lasting unions through careful, sincere preparation. 

 

Weddings at Christ King are scheduled on Saturdays at 12:00 and 2:00 p.m., on a 

first come, first served basis. Friday afternoons are also available, with a more flexible 

schedule. 

 

 

 

Christ King Congregation 

2604 N. Swan Blvd. 

Wauwatosa, WI 53226 

 

414-258-2604 

FAX 414-258-1993 

parish@christkingparish.org 
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Time Line checklist 
 

Following your meeting with the parish priest to initiate wedding plans, you’ll need to: 

 Contact Director of Music (414-258-2604, ex 22) as soon as possible to make an appointment 

for planning. All music selections and music ministers, orders of worship/programs must be ap-

proved by the Christ King Parish Director of Music. 

 Register with the Archdiocese to attend an Enrichment Day. 

 Meet with FOCCUSs Couple. The assigned couple will call you. (You should have filled out the 

initial FOCCUS form during your first meeting with the parish priest. If you chose to take this 

form with you to fill out at home, a FOCCUS couple will be assigned as soon as the parish 

priest receives your form) 

 Make your liturgy selections from the Together For Life booklet provided.  Then make an ap-

pointment with Father to discuss these selections and to make final preparations for your cere-

mony. 

 Together read and discuss In Perfect Union. Fill out and return acknowledgement statement. 

(inside back cover) 

 Six months before the Wedding: request a newly issued baptismal certificate, with sacramental 

notations, for both the bride and the groom from the church of baptism. Non-Catholics may 

submit a photocopy of their original certificate. 

 Marriage license must be applied for within 30 days before your wedding, and must be 

brought to the wedding rehearsal and given to the priest-presider. 

 Before your program is printed, submit it to the Director of Liturgy for proof-reading. 

 Fees for the church/priest and musicians should be received at the parish office two weeks be-

fore your wedding. 
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 (for Catholics who will celebrate the rite of Marriage within Mass) Receive the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation. You can find opportunities listed in the bulletin. 

Planning Your Liturgy 
 
 The celebrant of the ceremony 

 Planning the Marriage Rite 

 The wedding party, involving family and friends in the ceremony 

Church law provides that it is the right and responsibility of the pastor to offici-

ate at all weddings. The pastor is very willing to delegate this responsibility to the 

parish’s Associate Pastor or to family members who are priests (brothers, uncles, etc). 

Priest friends are usually invited to con-celebrate with the pastor. If the bride and groom 

request, a con-celebrating priest-friend may also deliver the wedding homily. If you 

have questions about these arrangements, please discuss them with the pastor at your 

initial meetings. 

 

At your initial meeting with the Parish priest, you were given a liturgy planning 

guide, Together For Life, appropriate for your ceremony. The guide will include many 

choice for Scripture passages, prayers, and particular parts of the Marriage Rite. 

 

In choosing the scripture passages for your wedding, know that the entire Bible is 

a resource for you. The selections given in the planning guide are only a starting point. 

You are free to choose any reading from the authorized translation that will have pur-

pose and meaning in your marriage. 

 

In addition to choosing bridesmaids and groomsmen, consider inviting one or 

two friends or close family members to do the First and Sec-

ond Readings. 

 

Two friends may also be invited to bring the bread 

and wine forward during the Presentation of the Gifts.  

 

Two friends may be invited to offer the cup at com-

munion time. Ordinarily these friends should already be 

communion ministers in their own parishes. 
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Appropriate Dress 
 
 For the Wedding party 

 

 Mass participants 

 

 

Current bridal fashions do not always take into account our 

purposes. Please remember the dignity we wish to convey 

throughout your wedding liturgy. Strapless and extremely low-cut gowns sometimes 

serve to take the attention away from the solemnity of the occasion. If your choices in 

gowns for the bride and bridesmaids are confined to this type of dress, consider adding 

a stole or bolero which can be worn during the ceremony and removed during the re-

ception. 

 

Be aware that our church floor slopes downward from the back of the church toward 

the altar. You’ll want to think about navigating this aisle when choosing footwear for 

yourself and your bridesmaids. Walking on an aisle runner in a shoe style you’re unac-

customed to could spell disaster. 

 

Please note that tuxedos for the gentleman in the wedding party are not required. A 

dignified suit works very well as an alternative. 

 

All participants in the ceremony, (readers, gift bearers, even the photographers,) should 

be dressed appropriately for your special occasion. Again, the attention should be on 

the significance of the ceremony, not the inappropriate attire of one of the participants. 

It is your responsibility to convey this information to all participants. 
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If you wish to include children in the wedding party (flower girl or ring bearer) 

please be sure they are mature enough to assume their responsibilities. Ordinarily we 

recommend that children be at least four or five years old. 

Music 
 

 Cantors Soloists, Instrumentalists 

 Musical Aspects of the Liturgy 

 Choosing your Musical Selections 

 

Marriage is a holy and solemn sacrament. Because of this the entire-

ty of the marriage ceremony must serve to support the faith and 

spirit of the community. The Director of Liturgical Music will guide 

you in the selection of the music. 

 

You should schedule a meeting with the Director of Liturgical Music several months be-

fore your wedding. 

 

During the wedding service or Mass, all songs are to be either psalms (from the Book of 

Psalms) canticles, hymns or prayers.  

 

Couples are ordinarily expected to the Christ King musician for their wedding. Under 

special circumstances, an additional qualified accompanist maybe employed. Please con-

sult with the Director of Music if you wish to explore this possibility. Guest instrumental-

ists (trumpets, flutes, strings, etc.) may also be employed for your ceremony, but again, 

only with the permission of the Director of Liturgical Music. 

 

You will need a cantor for your wedding ceremony. Typically the Director of Liturgical 

Music serves as the cantor, but if you would like do so, for an additional fee, you can 

employ a separate cantor. 

 

Some couples have a family friend or relative who is an excellent trained singer and 

who would like to take a special part in the wedding liturgy. This talented individual 
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doesn’t need to be ignored: you may arrange to have this person sing a solo as a part of 

your wedding ceremony. 

 

It is the job of the Director of Liturgical Music to see that all music conforms to the musi-

cal, liturgical and pastoral principles set forth in Sing to the Lord, a document of the U.S. 

Bishops. 

 

 

Musical portions of the wedding liturgy within the Mass may include the following: 

Prelude (parents and grandparents are seated at this time)   

 Processional (one or two pieces for the bridal party)  

Responsorial Psalm    

 Gospel Acclamation      

 Preparation of Gifts 

 Eucharistic Acclamations 

 Communion Procession 

 Recessional 

 

Songs by soloists before the wedding liturgy are not encouraged, as they put the congre-

gation in a passive mood and thus discourage participation. 

 

Some special musical guidelines: 

 Choose liturgically appropriate music for your liturgy, not 

“popular” music. 

 The Lord’s Prayer is not sung as a solo 

 Recorded music or accompaniment is not permissible. 

 Make your plans well in advance, last minute changes are not 

possible. 
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Environment and Decorations 
 
 General Guidelines 

 Aisle Runner 

 Flowers 

 Unity Candle 

 

As with music, decorations must be appropriate for a Catholic Mass and not place too 

great a demand on time and space. All decorations which are already in place as part of 

the worship environment must remain in place. 

 

Although it is unnecessary to use an aisle runner, if you choose to do so, the length of 

the main aisle is 135 feet.  

 

Flowers add color and a festive atmosphere to the wedding celebration but should not 

overwhelm the space so that the sense of church is lost. On the other hand, Christ King 

is a very large building, and an arrangement that would be appropriately sized for your 

dining room table would be dwarfed in church. 

 

Flowers must not be placed on the altar, or obstruct the presider’s movement around 

the altar. The diagram (page 11) shows the locations within the church where floral    

displays may be positioned. 

 

Flowers and/or bows may be attached to ends of pews or unity candle stand, but tape 

may not be used to do so. 
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It is the sole responsibility of the florist and/or wedding party to remove the runner and 

any flowers or decorations that you have brought onto the premises. 

  

 

All decorations which are already in place as part of the worship environment will  re-

main and may not be moved or altered in any way.  

   

 Additional candles and candlesticks not currently being used on the altar may also be 

rented for use. 

 

Special Decorating notes: 

 

 Please don’t throw rice, birdseed or flower petals. These ancient fertility rites are in-

appropriate, messy and hazardous to those (especially our elderly) attending Mass 

later in the day. Our insurance provider does not allow using them. 

 Decorations may not be placed on or above the level of the altar, or positioned so 

that they obstruct the view of the congregation. 

 Tape is not allowed on any wooden surface. 

 Please ask questions when in doubt. Like all churches, Christ King is unique with its 

own unique set of criteria and policies. Something that works in another church may 

not be appropriate here. We’d much rather make you aware of potential problems 

in advance than have a lovely floral display crash to the floor during the ceremony 

(it’s happened) because it wasn’t appropriate for this facility! 

 The parish staff will make final decisions in regard to all decorations. 
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Possible locations for 
floral displays. Note that 
anything placed directly 
in front of the altar must 
not extend above the 
level of the altar. 
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Programs—Orders of Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

Director of Liturgy, can provide you with the order of the service to be included in the 

program and samples of wedding programs. The Director of Liturgy can proof read the 

entire program before it is printed. You will also want to share the outline of your pro-

gram with the priest-presider 
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Photography 
 

 

During the Wedding liturgy, photographers and videographers will confine their activi-

ties to the body of the church. They are not permitted anywhere in the sanctuary or sac-

risty. After the procession, they are not to be in the front aisle, or anywhere where they 

might block the view of the assembly. 

 

You are paying a lot of money for a photographer and videographer, feel free to tell 

them how they should dress. These people should be considered as members of the 

wedding party and should be dressed accordingly.  

 

Posed pictures on the front steps of the church or before the altar may be taken before 

the wedding if any previous wedding party is finished, or after the wedding up to 90 

minutes after the scheduled starting time of your wedding, unless there is another wed-

ding immediately following your. 

 

Photographers and videographers are welcome to use the balcony. When facing the  

balcony, they may use the space to the right of the organist. 

 

It is your responsibility to communicate these guidelines to the professionals doing your 

photography. 
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Time and Places 
 
 Rehearsal and ceremony: who makes the decisions 

 Arrival at church  

 The bride’s room 

 Clean-up responsibilities 

 Receiving lines 

 

During the course of planning your wedding liturgy, the two of you will be meeting 

with the priest or presider and the Director of Liturgical Music to make decisions about 

your celebration. Anyone who was not present at these meetings has “no say” in how 

the service is conducted. 

 

If a private wedding consultant is employed, please keep in mind that the Church cere-

mony is not under the direction of the consultant. The parish priest will be leading the 

rehearsal and officiating at the ceremony with the advice of only the bride and groom. 

 

We advise you to arrive at the church one hour prior to the start of your wedding. 

Please let us know if you plan to arrive sooner. Before the start of the wedding, the 

bride’s room—located opposite the north choir loft stairs—is available to you. It is your 

responsibility to keep the room clean and remove all personal property and litter. The 

bride’s room and the church must be left clean and ready for the next celebration, 

which may follow immediately. 

 

The groom, best man, and groomsmen may use the parish center before the wedding, 

going to their places ten to fifteen minutes before the wedding ceremony begins. 

 

In order that activities scheduled to take place after your wedding are not delayed, or 

time for pictures lost, we ask you to be certain that all is ready for the procession to  

begin at the scheduled time.  This may require last minute or late guests to seat them-
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selves after the procession has taken place. Remember that you have use of the church 

for 90 minutes after the scheduled start time of your wedding (unless there is a wedding 

immediately following yours). A “coordinator” to keep track of time for the bride and 

bridesmaids may be helpful. 

 

For the same reason, it is strongly suggested that a receiving line not take place in the 

vestibule of the church. Traditionally, the appropriate place for this is at the reception, 

hence the name. 

Fees and Obligations 

 

 

The regular offering for the marriage preparation and/or use of the church for registered 

parish members is: 

 Priest:    $100.00 

 Musician:   $200. 

 Church:   $300. (includes FOCCUS fee and stipend) 

 

For non-contributing members or non-members, there is an additional fee to help cover 

costs for which regular contributions provide.  

 

Music Fees: 

 

A guest musician, relative or friend of the bridal couple, may participate during part of 

the wedding service, but this must be okayed by the Director of Liturgical Music. Soloists 

and musicians are not present at the rehearsal. 

 

At a couple’s request, a cantor and additional instrumentalists may be are hired by the 

Director of Music. These individuals charge their own fees. 

 

Payment with checks made out to all individuals involved should be turned in at the 

parish office two weeks before the wedding. 

 

In general, the fees and stipends involved in having a church wedding represent a very 

small portion of the overall cost of the entire family celebration. This touches on the 

meaningful reflection that must be made on the importance given to the church in your 

wedding preparation and celebration. One simple question might be: If you added to-

gether stipends and fees for the church, priest, and musicians, how would all that com-

bined compare with the cost of the cake you have chosen? 
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