
Minutes for Human Concerns Meeting 
October 18, 2017 

 
Present:  Steve Obscherning, Craig Griffe, Jim de Guzman, Tom Heller, Linda Bardele, Mary 
Sermersheim, Ken Kloser, Jan Zettel, Cathy Schaefer, Anna Retzke, Pat Krolikowski 
 
The September minutes were approved. 
 
Tom Heller reported that he received summary information from Ron Braier and that we are on 
budget. 
 
We had a discussion on the reflection question referring to the Self-assessment section in the 
“Growing Jesus’ Parish” booklet that everyone received.  We do outreach through many of our 
subcommittees such as the meal programs, Habitat for Humanity, St. Vincent de Paul, seasonal 
collections of food, clothing, school supplies and our Advent giving tree, etc.  The question we 
pondered was – “Are we successfully doing enough with regard to discipleship in being a mission 
parish?”  Ken noted that we’re all doing something in getting people involved and to evangelize 
through the parish.  Z noted that we have many people who are doing things to help out our 
subcommittees such as the meal programs whereby about 90 individuals make or buy a food item to 
support both of the meal sites.   
 
Our committee, through the efforts of Z, have attempted to put a booklet together regarding all the 
opportunities and mission of our committee but it never got off the ground. 
 
We had a discussion regarding the criteria of the agencies we support through parish giving and 
whether or not their mission is the same as ours regarding discipleship during the process of serving 
others.  Does the agency have to be Catholic oriented, etc.?  Regarding parish giving, should we align 
our giving criteria to the Archdiocese which does monthly vetting?   Linda is already re-vetting many of 
the agencies we give to.  In that regard, we are going to forgo this month’s $400 donation to Kathy’s 
House as they have recently received a substantial donation.  Linda shared a guideline for parish giving 
which was felt should be revisited and updated.  She will have them sent out prior to the next meeting.   
 
The discussion continued regarding our goals in the booklet.  There were several points discussed.  We 
need to engage individuals who have volunteered to serve on Human Concerns in a specific mission 
and to identify concrete ideas for them to do.  It was noted that we don’t do enough on Catholic social 
justice teaching, an area in which we have struggled.  We’ve had difficulty recruiting someone to head 
this important area which is one of the identified needs of our committee.  Some ideas that emerged 
were to use between the masses as a platform to get our message out, praying for social justice, 
advertising on our website with links, bulletin blurbs, etc.  The monthly social justice letter from the 
Archdiocese is forwarded to all committee members.   
 
Z announced that another social justice program, namely, “Act Justly, Walk Humbly” will be presented 
by John Neafsey at the Sienna Center on Friday, November 17th beginning at 7:00 p.m.  The cost is $15 



which includes the program and reception.  A portion will be covered from our budget.  Z passed out 
information and sign-up forms.  Please contact her if interested and if you have any questions. 
 
It was noted that social justice appears to be the charism of St. Pius.  It was thought that spirituality is 
the charism of Christ King with the many opportunities available to us such as Simply the Word, the 
Men’s Group, small groups, the Mom’s group, Women’s Prayer Circle, Ministry of Praise, Between the 
Masses, etc.   It was suggested that the Archdiocese may have offerings that we don’t know about and 
whether or not there’s an individual we could invite to our meeting.  Anna will check into this.   
 
Steve reiterated that he’d like to see “more heart than brain” regarding the mission of Human 
Concerns.  Reports should be emailed to the secretary ahead of time so that we can focus on ideas at 
our meetings.  He requested that we contact him with any new thoughts or ideas.   
 
The dates for the fall food drive (the weekends of November 11/12, 18/19 and 25/26) and the Advent 
giving tree (the weekends of December 2/3, 9/10 and 16/17) were approved by Father Phillip.  
 
Anna, our representative on the board of Greater Tosa Interfaith, expressed concerns about the 
financial situation of Interfaith.  There have been questionable expenditures on their financial 
statement.   The advisory board has no say as to where the money is going.  There will also be more 
fundraising.  The question at hand is whether or not they are being good stewards with our money as 
we give them a substantial donation each year.  Tom Heller will check into whether or not they 
received our donation this year as they have said they didn’t receive it.  Interfaith will be merging with 
SET Ministries at their November 8th meeting, the merger being proposed by SET.  Initially there will be 
3 CEO’s for the merger, one for Interfaith, one for SET and one to oversee the merger.  Eventually, 
there will only be one CEO.  Their mission will be rolled out with the merger being announced at the 
November meeting.  At this time, it’s not known if there will be a name change, new missions, etc.  
Their annual Pull up a Chair event will be on November 2nd with an attendance fee of $40.   
 
Added Note:  Names of individuals who volunteered this year for specific areas in Human Concerns 
through the new Service Directory were passed out to the chairs of the sub-committees.  It’s important 
to follow through and contact these individuals who have been called to serve.  If they are a returning 
member, a phone call to thank them would also be appropriate.  Thank you.   
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
      Pat Krolikowski, Acting Secretary 
 
Our next meeting is November 15th.  Please get your agenda items and reports to Cindy prior to that.  
Thank you.   
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